PELFEFALE
Foundation for Chinese Performing Arts
Presents

The Shanghai Quartet

(Formed at the Shanghai Conservatory in 1983)

Weigang L., violin
Yi-Wen Jiang, violin
Honggang L., viola
Nicholas Tzavaras, cello

with
Hung-Kuan Chen, piano

Saturday, January 21, 2012, 8 PM

New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall
Tickets: $15-$50, Order online: www.ChinesePerformingArts.net

Program
String Quartet in F major, Op. 18, No. 1 Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 - 1827)

String Quartet No. 3 ““Leaves from an Unwritten Diary” (2008) Krzysztof Penderecki (1933 -)
(Commissioned by Peak Performances, Montclair State University, New Jersey, lead commissioner Modlin Center for the Arts, University of
Richmond, Virginia; for the Shanghai Quartet in honor of their 25th Anniversary and Maestro Penderecki's 75th Birthday.

Piano Quintet in F minor, Op. 34 Johannes Brahms (1833 - 1897)

Tickets: (Children under 6 not admitted)

$50: VIP Reserved Seats, $30: open seating at non-VIP section , $15: student open seating at non-VIP section

100 free student tickets available at www.ChinesePerformingArts.net via email request only (1 ticket per request for student age 14
and up). Rush tickets $10 for students and senior, available 6:30 pm on concert day (01/21/2012) from Jordan Hall Box Office only

Tickets are available at:
Jordan Hall box office: 617-585-1260, Boston Book Store: 617-451-1309, Ip Piano School: 617-542-9129

Order Online: www.ChinesePerformingArts.net (no fee) 781-259-8195
Email: Foundation@ChinesePerformingArts.net

The Shanghai Quartet

""The whole performance was superb® The New York Times

“Exquisite taste... stunningly beautiful... their playing of the entire work was one of the
most distinguished accounts of a Mozart quartet | have ever heard in concert” The Strad

Renowned for its passionate musicality and impressive technique, the Shanghai Quartet has become one of the world's
foremost chamber ensembles. Its elegant style melds the delicacy of Eastern music with the emotional breadth of Western
repertoire, allowing it to traverse musical genres from masterpieces of Western music to cutting-edge contemporary works.

Formed at the Shanghai Conservatory in 1983, the Shanghai Quartet has worked with the world's most distinguished
artists and regularly tours the major music centers of Europe, North America and Asia, from the Beijing International
Music Festival to Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. Among innumerable collaborations with noted artists, they have
performed with the Tokyo, Juilliard and Guarneri Quartets, Yo-Yo Ma, Lynn Harrell and Peter Serkin.


http://www.chineseperformingarts.net/�
mailto:Foundation@ChinesePerformingArts.net�

The Quartet has a long history of championing new music and has premiered works by such composers as Krzysztof
Penderecki, Chen Yi, Bright Sheng and Zhou Long. Their extensive discography includes more than 25 recordings, the
most recent of which are the complete Beethoven String Quartets on Camerata.

The Shanghai Quartet currently serves as Quartet-in-Residence at Montclair State University and Ensemble-in-Residence

with the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra. They are visiting guest professors at the Shanghai Conservatory and the Central
Conservatory in Beijing.

Hung-Kuan Chen, piano

Hung-Kuan Chen has been described as one of the great personalities of the music world: enigmatic, brilliant, and
versatile. And he is admired both as a performer of uncompromising individuality and as a remarkably inspiring teacher.

Born in Taipei and raised in Germany, Chen's early studies fostered strong roots in Germanic classicism, which he
tempered with the sensibility of Chinese philosophy: the result is a dynamic and imaginative artistry. He is regarded as an
extraordinary interpreter of Beethoven’s music.

Chen’s career was launched when he won First Prize in the Young Concert Artists’ Auditions, which presented him in his
New York debut on the Young Concert Artists Series and followed it with a second major New York concert at Lincoln
Center’s Alice Tully Hall. One of the most decorated pianists of his generation, Mr. Chen won top prizes in the Arthur
Rubinstein, the Busoni and the Geza Anda International Piano Competitions, along with prizes in the Queen Elisabeth,
Montreal, Van Cliburn, and Chopin International Competition. He is a recipient of the prestigious Avery Fisher Career
Grant.

Chen has performed in the major cities of Asia, Europe, and the Americas, where he has appeared with many important
orchestras, including Houston, Baltimore, Israel, Montréal, Pittsburgh, the Tonhalle, San Francisco, and Shanghai. He has
performed with such highly esteemed conductors as Hans Graf, Christoph Eschenbach, George Cleve, Joseph Silverstein,
Andrew Parrott, and Sui Lan, and colleagues including Yo-Yo Ma, Cho-Liang Lin, Roman Totenberg, Denes Zsigmondy,
Bion Tsang, Anthony Gigliotti, David Shifrin, Laurence Lesser, and pianists Tema Blackstone and Pi-hsien Chen.

Chen was chair of the piano department of Shanghai Conservatory and continues to codirect the International Piano
Academy in Shanghai. Previously he was on the faculty of Boston University and was a Distinguished Artist in Residence
at Mount Royal University in Canada. In addition to his current work at New England Conservatory, he is a Professor at
Yale University. Chen has adjudicated International Piano Competitions such as the Van Cliburn, Busoni, and Honens,
and is known as a brilliant and devoted teacher.

In 1992, Chen suffered an injury to his hand that caused neurological damage and eventually resulted in Focal Dystonia.
Through Qi Gong meditation and his own unique research, he was able to heal and return to his life as a concert artist. In
1998, his first post-accident solo recital received rave reviews, and he was described as a transformed artist. Following his
2006 Jordan Hall concert, Richard Dyer wrote in The Boston Globe: "Hung-Kuan Chen is back in prime technical form
after years of struggle following an injury, but those years have made him a different pianist, and a better one. This man
plays music with uncommon understanding and the instrument with uncommon imagination.”

Hung-Kuan Chen recently completed a concert tour playing in San Francisco, Boston, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and other
major cities worldwide. This followed his 2008 concert in Stern Auditorium of New York's Carnegie Hall and major
engagements in Asia in 2009. His Jordan Hall recital this season is the first in a series of live recordings he is projected to
complete in 2016.

Hung-Kuan Chen is represented by Opus 3 Artists & Blackstone Artist Management.
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